
Wells Gray Riders Association 
Clearwater, BC 

www.wellsgrayriders.com 

 Nov. 18th, 2017 
 AGM Meeting Minutes

 
1. Call to order @ 6:23pm 
 
2. Welcome 
 
3. Adoption of Agenda 
Moved by Hazel, Seconded by Maureen CARRIED 
 
4. Adoption of AGM Minutes Nov. 9th, 2016 
Moved by Robert, Seconded by Maureen CARRIED 
   
 
5. Presidents Report 
Documents Attached 
 
6. Treasurers Report 
Approval of Financial Report for 2016/2017  Moved By Candus, Seconded by Bill, Carried 
Unanamously 
 
7. Elections 
 
All positions were settled by acclamation. 
 
President    Tim Pennell 
Vice President  Christina Westerveld 
Secretary   Merridy Foisey 
Treasurer   Amber Benoit 
Mantracker/River Cabin Candus Pelton Graffunder 
Rhythm Riders  Hazel Dowds 
Gymkhana    Maureen Mcneilage 
Youth    Sean Mcneilagage 
(Underage Reps-Astrid Ludwig, Jessica Stevens, Rose Thon) 
Arena    Robert Mcneilage/Dana Foster 
Event Director  Unfilled 
PR Director    Elysia Mclennon 
Trail Riding    Bill Dowds 
Directors at Large  Shiloh Stanke, Lucy Taylor, Tiffany Stevens, Claire Hanna  

Ursula Johnston 
 
8. Other Business 
-Nil 
 



 9. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 7:05pm. 
 
 
 
_______________      _______________ 
Elysia McClennon      Tim Pennell 
WGRA President      WGRA Vice President 
        Acting Recording Secretary 



PRESIDENTS REPORT 2017 

2017 has been another successful year for the Wells Gray Riders Association. The club has been busy as 

always with many of our regular events, and some new, but always better than the last and constantly 

improved upon for a better WGRA experience. 

The club started off the year with fund raisers, one of them being a raffle of many great locally donated 

items. The sale of tickets was helpful in aiding insurances and creating our buffer for a smooth financial 

start to the season. We later teamed up with "Changes that Heal" and their annual fashion show 

fund raiser on International Women's Day, providing elegant snacks and drinks for guests. As usual the 

food was well received and suited the evening's class and originality. 

While snow was still on the ground, our local vet, Darren Ludbrook and member Kristina Leduc arranged 

a well-attended vet clinic hosted at the Wells Gray Inn. Darren spoke of many things but a great 

elaboration was on emergency care, many finding this very helpful and gave insight on the importance 

of an effective first aid kit for our horses. 

Mini Man tracker is ~ays in demand, as per high request, the WGRA delivered. Spring hosted a 

tracking event at the McNeil's farm where there were Youth and Adult games. Prizes were great and 

appropriate to all participants and very much appreciated. This game is still seen being played by kids in 

their yards, school and gatherings. 

Trail riding began their season with the annual trip to the Dessert Deck at Serenity in Birch Island. A 

great turn out as always, with everyone full of cheesecake and socialization. There was a ride on the 

Seven Sisters Trail in Barriere that gave an opportunity to our members to discover more that our 

beautiful area has to offer. The Children's Wish Ride was held again this year at the Moss's Ranch in 

Birch Island, they were wonderful hosts ~d

5
:ny donated prizes were available to win. They were ,ooo 

successful in raising approximately over , . In June, the Annual Horse Awareness Ride and Walk was 

held to promote safety to riders and pedestrians, educating motorists to pass wide and slow. A poker 

ride was held ride was at the Seven Sisters Trail in later summer to assist in the cost of insurance. 

Gymkhana's this year, April, May, June, August and September, at the UCFI Arena in the Wells Gray Park. 

The numbers have always been high in attendance, many of them being our talented Youth. The Rhythm 

Riders Drill Team was invited to perform and did so at intermission at the June Gymkhana. Gymkhana 

was very successful in their efforts for sponsorship, giving the committee the ability to provide great 

prizes throughout the season as well as our Year End . A successful Raffle was held to help raise funds, all 

locally provided prizes and supported by the community. 

By July we were hit with Wildfires that caused a state of emergency. Outside areas were forced to 

evacuate with large numbers of livestock. Everything seemed to have stood still as the fires were 

unpredictable with their threats to the community, with all of us on Alert. The Wells Gray Riders joined 

efforts with the District of Clearwater and sourced out resources of all kinds in case the need arise that 

we must evacuate. New relationships were formed and the community pulled together to assist those in 



need. Our club was recognised for its efforts and will continue to be of assistance to our community as 

best we can. 

Youth committee hosted their first "Movie Night" with some great films and games at the UCFI Hall at 

the beginning of the season. The morning had a healthy breakfast for the youth to enjoy while waiting 

pick up from their parents. The committee facilitated Youth games in and out of the Arena for all ages at 

each Gymkhana with exciting toys, of variety for all to enjoy. They hosted our annual Halloween Pet & 

Owner Costume Contest at the UCFI Hall that provided a Pumpkin Carving Contest, Pie Eating Contest, 

judging of costumes and very cool prizes. All Youth events had a great number of participants from 2 to 

18. 

Rhythm Riders Dril l Team was busy this year with performances. Attending the May Day Parade as 

always and placing in 1st in the horse's category. In efforts to fundraise, the drill team did a concession 

for the Gymkhana in May to help with costs for outfits. Their first performance was at the community 

Canada Day festivities. This performance is always well attended and again this year. Practice continued 

and the dream of riding in the dark with horses and riders decked in lights was put into motion. First 

performance was after the Changes that Heal event "Take back the Night" with a crowd that made a 

loud request for an encore. With such success and public request for the glow in the dark performance, 

the Rhythm Riders did a Halloween showcase prior to the community fireworks, with 2 shows, so that all 

could see. 

The River Cabin Committe;J,/cJ their work cut out for them with over 140 trees down on the last trail 

clearing work bee. The lease with the Westminster Abbey is still in effect and available to use for WGRA 

members and their families and friends. With a tough season due to wildfires, the Wells Gray Park trails 

--------were closed for safety reasons, preventing the use of our beloved river cabin . Next year, it will host and 

executive members retreat and many more visits. Please take the time to go if you have not been. It 

truly is a hidden gem in the Wells Gray Country. 

2017 was successful for the Wells Gray Riders, there were many other events and get togethers; work 

bees, potlucks, craft nights and so much more. We take pride in the gatherings that we host and the 

memories that are made. It is a wonderful club to be a part of, we look forward to its growth and what it 

brings to our community. Thank you for all your efforts to make it what we are today. Best wishes of 

success to the Wells Gray Riders Association for 2018. 



Wells Gray Riders Association 
Treasurers Report 
AGM 
Nov 18th, 2017 
Clearwater Ski Hill 

Good Evening, 

I had the pleasure and privilege of joining the WGRA executive team as their new treasurer 
in March of this year. I first and foremost would like to thank my predecessor Erin Chaney 

for her help in training and advising me on the procedures and intricacies of the clubs 
finances. 

Despite the wildfires this summer, the club had a very successful year, generating over 
$29,000 in revenue from fundraisers, events, and the generosity of our sponsors. These 
funds allowed us to invest back into the growth of the club with a new announcers booth at 

the arena, new sand footing for the arena, and the In Reach system (which allows for 
increased safety during events and backcountry trips). 

On the back end, we have been working to streamline our reimbursement process for those 
members who make out-i°f~pocket purchases for the club. We appreciate their willingness to 
do this and are working to ensure that expenses are processed faster and more efficiently. 

This is why we have initiated online banking through .Interior Savings to facilitate e-transfers 
to our members for pre-approved purchases. We feel that this is the next step in managing 
our growing clubs finances. 

/ 
We also opened an official gaming account for raffle proceeds. This allows for transparency 

in our operations as we grow as a non-profit. 

With new executives coming into their roles this month, 2018 should prove to be an exciting 
year for the club and I look forward to the possibility of continu ing my role as treasurer. 

Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm. 

Kind Regards, 

Amber Benoit 
Treasurer 
WGRA 

..! 


